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TERRESTRIAL MAMMAL FAUNA AND THREATENED
SPECIES IN FRANCE
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ABSTRACT - With the passing of time, the terrestrial mammal fauna changed
considerably in France: definitive extinctions, temporary disappearances,
natural reapparitions, introductions and reintroductions. 21 species are
considered as threatened (endangered and vulnerable)and two have completely
disappeared. However, more precise data are needed for a few of them.
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The terrestrial mammal fauna of France includes 99 regular, breeding species, of
which 11 are introduced species and 5 regular non breeding. Such a fauna is
relatively rich: it represents about 45% of European species. France's biogeographic
position is favourable and representative of European diversity owing a wide variety
of situations including continental, atlantic, alpine and mediterranean. Strictly
speaking, France has no national endemic mammals but shares several endemic
species with neighbouring countries: it is the case for Pyrenean desman (Galemys
pyrenaicus) and several species of Microtus terricola (Beaufort and Fayard, 1983)

During ancient historical periods (before 1600), four species have disappeared.
Seven additional species have lost during more recent historical times.

Happily we have recovered five of them owing to presumed natural
recolonization from neighbouring European populations. Such was the case, for
example, for grey seal in the nineteen-sixties, for the common seal in the nineteen-
seventies, and for the wolf in 1992. The reapperance of the wolf in the extreme
south-east of France (Mercantour National Park) in consequence of its natural
occurrence from Italy is the most striking and recent reacquisition (Maurin and
Keith, 1994).

The status of introduced species is very heterogenous: two species (Rodents) have
a large and continuous distribution; three species remain very localised; the Florida
rabbit has been largely introduced in a first step but its implantation did not really
succeeded and is now doubtful. Voluntary and managed reintroductions concern
eight species such as continental lynx (Vosges, Jura and Alpes), while the definite
disappearance of this species from Pyrenees is still discussed; as for the seven other
ones, they had not completely disappeared or had partly reappeared (Capra ibex) and
they have benefited of regional reimplantations (Maurin and Keith, 1994).

Two extinct species since 1600 did not reappeared and have not been
reintroduced: moreover, thirty species (29%) can be considered as rare (9 species),
vulnerable (13 species) or endangered (8 species) at the national scale. It has to be
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noted that among these, 18 species are Chiroptera and this reflects also the relative
lack of information on this group as well as the lack of comparative data on their
previous status. The “Red” status of French mammal fauna is very comparable to the
general situation of mammals as the European scale (Beaufort, 1991).
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